There Is vs. There Are With a Series of Items
When you’re making a list of things, sometimes there are sounds wrong:
Example: There are a kitchen, a living room, and a bedroom in my apartment.
There are sounds bad because the noun that follows it, kitchen, is singular. Even though you’re really talking about multiple things, (a kitchen, a living room, a bedroom), it’s often better to use the singular verb is in a construction like this.
Example: There is a kitchen, a living room, and a bedroom in my apartment.
Some language commentators still insist on using are in sentences like this despite the awkwardness, but actual usage is extremely mixed. Remember, if the sentence sounds awkward either way, you can always rewrite it to avoid the “there is/are” problem altogether.
